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Two Words Question!
"I always wanted to know…" www.mikva-whyme.org.

by I. Ravad

During my 30 years of Mikva outreach activity, most women have asked me the same 
two word question: 
Mikva- "Why-me?" or "Why-us?"
The one answer which has most satisfied them all, is: "Madame! - I have already immersed myself this morning in the Mikva!" to which they usually respond with a big smile, and say: 
"Then, you are right!"
   That is why, in our "women's lib" generation, we must start with Mikva education for men. When and where men do learn and observe Mikva, it is unconceivable that women will not follow their example and observe. Therefore, if we direct our Mikva education campaign starting especially to men, it will affect the women even more strongly.
   Therefore, even for those who feel that during the absence of Beit Hamikdash – the Holy Temple of Yerushalayim, there is no obligation for men to immerse, nevertheless, in our generation since men's immersion inevitably leads to more women immersion, all men should immerse, starting with the rabbis and other leaders of the community, at least on the eve of the Shabbat and festivals.

    There should also be lectures to men and boys about the non-sensitive subjects of Mikva, like immersion of new food utensils and repentance requiring immersion.

   That might be the reason for the Talmud's opening sentence to refers to the immersion of men!  Kohanim, to enable them to eat Truma, while the requirement of the women to immerse is relegated, mostly, to the last volume of the Talmud.

Why is Mikva observance by all Jews important to me?
 Jews the World Over Are in Danger! Our Problems can not be resolved by either Politics or Reason. Our enemies are "the rod" in the hand of G-d, to force us to repent. The only way to solve our problems is by eliminating their root cause: the rebellion against G-d's commandments. Fighting the symptoms while ignoring the cause is wasting time and effort.

Y O U R S  and  Our People's Hope for Survival was and will be in merit that: 
A L L  Jews Learn and Observe MIKVA! (Sanhedrin 94).
     Mikva is a most effective way to lead man to recognize his Creator and accept Torah observance. Therefore, repentance requires immersion! Man has the choice to believe or deny G-d's existence, only during lifetime! A person can live as an atheist, but the moment he senses the approach of death, he must recognize his Creator. "There are no atheists in foxholes!" During life danger - every human being screams out the same cry: "O' G-d!" "Please help me!"

    We go through a near-death experience during immersion in a Mikva. Underneath the water, as the supply of oxygen in our lungs ends, we instinctively recognize our Creator, and return to Him in wholehearted repentance. - Thus making 

P E A C E  with  H E A V E N   f o r   P E A C E  o n  E A R T H ! 

Consequently, to save Yourself and Our People, it is not enough, and too easy, just to recite 

additional prayers, increase your charity etc. Mikva Promotion is also a must! 

Create committees to bring the message of Mikva to  A L L  our people!

Request and distribute revealing & inspiring Mikva educational materials!

S u p p o r t   M i k v a   O u t r e a c h ,  and those dedicated to it !
In times of distress, salvation on what condition?
"מקוה - ישראל... מושיעו... בצרה"! Mikva is the Hope of Yisrael… and its Salvation in time of Distress!" However, Yisrael in the singular form denotes the totality of our people! Hence, Y O U R S   and  Our People's Survival was and will be 
largely dependent on the merit that: the  T O T A L I T Y  of our People Learn and Observe MIKVA! (Sanedrin 94)  

Jews the World Over Are in Danger – Both Spiritual and Physical! Our Problems are neither Political nor Rational; therefore, they cannot be resolved as such. We cannot afford the mistake of a dog, which, when hit with a stick, tends to bite the rod instead of the hand that is hitting him. Our enemies are only "the rod" in the hand of G-d, to force our return to Torah life. The salvation of our problems, is rather by elimination of their cause -  the rebellion against G-d's commandments, than the futile fight against the dangerous effects, which do not solve our problems. Our People's Survival was and will be in merit that: A L L  of Israel Learn and Observe MIKVA! (Sanhedrin 94)  

Since Mikva is - a most effective way to lead man to recognize his Creator, accept Torah observance and effect a transformation from life of disinterest to life of dedication and devotion to G-d, therefore, repentance requires immersion! The choice that G-d gives man, to believe or deny G-d's existence, is only during man's lifetime! Man can live as an atheist but cannot die as such! G-d has created man in a manner, that at the moment he senses his death, he must recognize his Creator. "There are no atheists in foxholes!" In a state of life danger - every human being, even one who all his life denied G-d's existence, in all languages screams the same out-cry: "O' G-d!" "Please help me!" The mechanism of immersion in a Mikva, among others! Beyond the disconnection, separation and total isolation from the world around us, releasing the sensory-overload of our five senses, which are able to sidetrack the mind of a man to feel high even when he is at the brink of an abyss, during the immersion in the waters of the Mikva, as the supply of oxygen in our lungs comes to an end, and we are rubbing ourselves against the separation gate between life and death, we instinctively recognize our Creator, pray and cling to Him, and there is a great chance that we will return to a wholehearted repentance. - Thus making P E A C E  with  H E A V E N   f o r   P E A C E  o n  E A R T H ! Consequently, to save Yourself and Our People, it is not enough, and too easy, just to recite additional prayers, increase your charity etc. Mikva Promotion is also a must! Create committees to bring the message of Mikva to  A L L  our people! Request and distribute revealing & inspiring Mikva educational materials! S u p p o r t   M i k v a   O u t r e a c h ,  and those dedicated to it !

All of us share the responsibility equally! Local Mikva efforts do not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations!  TC \l5 "
Just as local taxes do not exempt us from federal taxes.

For many practical suggestions how to bring Mikva to the totality of our people, please refer to our brochure: "To Stand Alone With G-d!" Not for Men Only! Also Food Utensils. Intermarriage endangers you and Israel! Curb and stop it how? No Jewish Continuity ח״ו, Without Mikva! Please visit our web-site: "I always wanted to know…" mikva-whyme.org.  © Copyright Imanuel Ravad -   עמנואל ראב"ד20 Elul 5767 – (Sep..03.007). For further information:  USA: 1360-44 St. Brooklyn NY 11219, Israel: P.O.B. 4, Petach-Mikva-Tikva 49100, mikva-lamali.org

10 Million or 1 Million Jews: Why Should I Care?
   With the current rate of intermarriage as high as 75%, (95% in some communities), 10 Million Jews are in danger of assimilation and intermarriage! Our problem is beyond numbers. The Jewish people can and will persevere even as the smallest of all nations, as written: "For you are the least of all people". Our main problem is that intermarriage is an insult to our Jewish heritage and our Creator, Blessed be He, whose vengeful wrath endangers all of us, ח"ו.  As it happened in the "Shitim," where one quarter of our people were involved with "Moav" and all of them died. Only the bold protest of Pinchas stopped the process and was able to appease the wrath of G-d who was ready to annihilate the totality of our people Israel. Intermarriage struck again in Germany. Nazism ימ"ש, rose in the wake of it, endangering the Jews world over. Who knows if the Holocaust, which destroyed one third of our people, was not, in part, due to intermarriage!  Our problems today, in the land of Israel and around the world might also be, in part, due to the fact that so many of our people do not observe Torah laws and over half of the Jews in the Diaspora intermarry. To prevent the repeat of such a dreadful historical event, we must promote Mikva which leads to repentance and curbs intermarriage. Our most effective means to deter the spiritual Holocaust of intermarriage is "Mikva Education Outreach." By promoting Purity which leads to Sanctity, and thus creating an appreciation of being part of a holy nation, Jews at risk will realize all they have to lose by marrying out of the faith, inoculating them against intermarriage.  TC \l5 "
Mikva Education Outreach can curb intermarriage and prevent our youth from vanishing from the Jewish future!  TC \l5 "
20% of our budget for Mikva must be invested in marketing, Mikva education. Today the issue is not just building Mikvas! But promoting observance, which will also increase the building of Mikvas as needed! See Ravad's stunning results, which you, too, could and should attain! And/or support those who are doing it for you! Mikva Education, is also Torah education; Therefore, an important portion of school & synagogue learning time & budgets should also be allocated for it!  TC \l5 "
To educate 10 Million Jews and offer them Mikva educational materials free of charge, as well as lectures & public events to motivate them to read the materials …costs millions of dollars each year to do properly. Our problem is that we are failing to promote Mikva! Communities whose people can afford to live in beautiful houses can afford to build Mikvas for the difference in price between one basic and one luxury car. For the cost of building one Mikva, we can fund an effective Mikva outreach campaign that will inspire thousands to build Mikvas with their own means and use them with great reverence. …Therefore, every observant family has an obligation to join in this outreach effort, and contribute to it at least an amount equal to their annual expenditure for daily and monthly Mikva use. [On Yom Kippur's two Goats, are offered. One is offered LaShem and the other is sent La'A'za'zel - to the desert. Both of them are required to be Equal in: Shape, Size, Value & Time of Acquisition! Similarly, we should donate an amount Equal to the money spend using the Mikva ourselves to educate our brothers and sisters who are still straying in the spiritual desert!] Mikva education also deserves the full financial backing and support of our community’s major contributors and sponsors. TC \l5 "
All of us share the responsibility equally! Local Mikva efforts do not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations!  TC \l5 "
Just as local taxes do not exempt us from federal taxes.

Practical suggestions, see: "To Stand Alone With G-d!" Not for Men Only! Also Food Utensils. Intermarriage endangers you and Israel! Curb and stop it how? No Jewish Continuity ח״ו, Without Mikva! www: "I always wanted to know…" mikva-whyme.org.  Copyright I. Ravad 

10 Million or 1 Million Jews: Why should I care?

   With the current rate of 75% of intermarriage, 10 Million Jews are in danger of assimilation and intermarriage! Our problem is beyond numbers. The Jewish people can and will persevere even as the smallest of all nations, as written: "For you are the least of all people". (Dvarim 7:7). Our main problem is that the option to intermarry is an insult to our Jewish heritage and our Creator, Blessed be He, whose vengeful wrath endangers all of us, ח"ו.  (See paragraph. Intermarriage), As it happened in the "Shitim," where one quarter of our people were involved with "Moav" and all of them died. Only the bold protest of Pinchas stopped the process and was able to appease the wrath of G-d who planned, due to the lack of protest to annihilate the totality of our people Israel. Intermarriage struck again in Germany. Nazism ימ"ש, rose in wake of it, endangered Jews world over, and who knows, if the Holocaust which destroyed one third of our people, was not in part due to it!  Our problems today, in the land of Israel and around the world might also be, in part, due to the offense that too many of our people do not observe Torah laws and over half of the Jews in the Diaspora do intermarry. To ensure that a dreadful historical event will not repeat itself we must promote Mikva which leads to repentance, curb and stop intermarriage. Nowadays, our most effective means to deter the spiritual Holocaust of intermarriage is "Mikva Education Outreach." By promoting Purity which leads to Sanctity, and thus creating an appreciation of being part of a holy nation, those involved will realize what they have to lose by marrying out of the faith, and it will inoculate them against intermarriage. (Bamidbar 25, Ramban).  TC \l5 "
Mikva Education Outreach can curb intermarriage and the vanishing of our youth from the Jewish horizon!  TC \l5 "
In any business, marketing is almost as important as production. At least 10 to 20% of the cost of production is channeled to marketing. Today the issue is not building Mikvas! Because: the greater need nowadays is to create awareness and promote observance, which will also increase the building of Mikvas as needed! See stunning results which you too can attain. You too, can and should undertake Mikva Outreach, and/or support those who are doing it for you! Mikva Education, is also Torah education; Therefore, an important portion of school & synagogue learning time & budgets should be allocated for it!  TC \l5 "
However, to educate 10 Million Jews and offer, as required, Mikva educational materials free of charge, beyond the need for lectures & public events to motivate them to read the materials …the yearly cost of this project exceeds millions of dollars. Mikva promotion absence is the problem today! Communities that can afford to reside in houses instead of caves can afford to build Mikvas even for the small difference in price between one basic and one luxury car. For the cost of building one Mikva, an effective Mikva outreach campaign may inspire thousands to learn, observe and build Mikvas with their own means, while acquiring greater reverence for them. …Therefore, to be serious and effective, every observant family should join in this outreach effort, and also strive to contribute regularly, at least an amount equal to their family’s annual expenditure for the daily and monthly Mikva use. [On Yom Kippur's two Goats, are offered. One is offered LaShem and the other is sent La'A'za'zel - to the desert. Both of them are required to be Equal in: Shape, Size, Value & Time of Acquisition! (Yoma 6:1). Similarly, as we use the Mikva, we should consider to donate an amount Equal to our expense for Mikva outreach, to educate our brothers who are still straying in the spiritual desert!] Moreover, the large budget requires the financial backing and support of major contributors and sponsors. TC \l5 "
All of us share the responsibility equally! Local Mikva efforts do not exempt us from global Mikva outreach obligations!  TC \l5 "
Just as local taxes do not exempt us from federal taxes.

For many practical suggestions how to bring Mikva to the totality of our people, please refer to our brochure: "To Stand Alone With G-d!" Not for Men Only! Also Food Utensils. Intermarriage endangers you and Israel! Curb and stop it how? No Jewish Continuity ח״ו, Without Mikva! Please visit our web-site: "I always wanted to know…" mikva-whyme.org.  © Copyright Imanuel Ravad -   עמנואל ראב"ד20 Elul 5767 – (Sep..03.007). For further information:  USA: 1360-44 St. Brooklyn NY 11219, Israel: P.O.B. 4, Petach-Mikva-Tikva 49100, mikva-lamali.org 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Losing Our People: 
What Have We Done Wrong?

   Mikva is the most basic commandment in Jewish life. We are not permitted to live in a community that has no Mikva within safe walking distance. Building a Mikva takes precedence over building a synagogue. Entry into the Holy Temple of Yerushalayim, even in state of purity, is permitted only after immersing in a Mikva at the gate. There can not be Jewish continuity, ו"ח, without Mikva (Baal HaTurim Bereishit 26:22). Why then is the percentage of Jews observing Mikva so minute?


Mikva is considered a sensitive topic, and is never discussed publicly. Even the fanciest Mikvas are camouflaged, to allow maximal privacy to its users. However, “What is far from the eye and mind, is far from the heart," and many of our people do not observe this most basic and important Mitzvah simply out of ignorance. In fact, too many have never even heard the word Mikva mentioned or seen it in their communities.


For example: “At a Jewish educators’ convention, I was asked by a young Jewish professional: "From the "Mikva=Tikva" slogan on your mobile billboard van, I recognize the word "Tikva" as the national anthem of the State of Israel, but what is "Mikva?" A word I never heard nor encountered in 27 years of my life!" [Although my family and I were born and raised Jewish. We belong to a synagogue, where I was Bar-Mitzvahed, and our city boasts synagogues and yeshivas."] - D.H., Milwaukee, Midwest Jewish institution manager, at CAJE 29 convention, Hempstead, NY, 30 Av 5764. 


This problem is even more crucial because Mikva is essential to Jewish survival. Yerushalayim was saved in Chizkiyahu’s era, 2707 years ago, because in the entire country every man and woman, both young and old, was well-versed and observant of Mikva. (Sanhedrin 94).

The message is clear:

[image: image1.jpg]The message is clear:




1. Mikva is a prerequisite for our salvation and survival. 

2 A l l Jews must learn and observe Mikva in order to save our people! It is not enough that you and I learn and observe Mikva. We must ensure that the entire Jewish people do so. 

3. The prime problem is Mikva education and promotion, not that of building the Mikvas! Any community which can afford to live in houses instead of caves can also afford to build a Kosher and comfortable Mikva! 

4. Mikva education should start at a young age using aspects which are not sensitive, such as: "immersion of food utensils" and "repentance requires immersion!" (See M'Harsha Sanhedrin 94). Learning about Mikva as youngsters ensures observance as adults! 

5. Men before Women! Since teaching requires setting a personal example! Even if nowadays, until the Holy Temple in Yerushalayim will be rebuilt, men do not have an obligation to immerse, although it is highly recommended, men must serve as example to women by learning, teaching and immersing in Mikva. To stress this point, the opening sentence of the Talmud is about men's immersion, while most of the women's immersions are discussed in the very last volume of the Talmud.

6. We cannot stop intermarriage today without young men learning and immersing in Mikva. Purity leads them to appreciate the Sanctity of the Jewish People and all they have to lose through intermarriage.
7. Food utensils Mikvas as well as posters explaining their importance, should prominently feature in synagogues and schools,  so that the subject of Mikva can be introduced at all times to young and old alike in a non-sensitive way. 

8. School program must include: 1. Learning about food utensils immersion. 2. A class visit to a utensils Mikva, decorated with an explanation sign. 3. Each child should immerse his own food utensil. 4. A photographer should capture the event. 5. Each child should receive his personal large framed wall picture, of immersing his food utensil. Living with such a picture in his room, will certainly make Mikva part of his life. 

9. Mikva education can be effective. See the "Stunning Results" that one person, with insignificant funds and with minimal community support, was able to accomplish, to appreciate how much more can be achieved with a concerted community effort and with effective educational materials and programs. 

10. Even none expensive materials can achieve "Stunning Results." See our available materials today, to realize that.  

11. Mikva Education can and should be the first subject of Kiurv, and certainly not the last. 

12. Parents and communities routinely invest $10,000-$20,000 a year in the Jewish education of each child, while for the Mikva education of Ten Million Jews, there is no community budget at all. This must change. Mikva education must be made a community priority. 

13. Ten Million Jews are in dire need of Mikva outreach, at a yearly cost that exceeds millions of dollars. By neglecting to provide the money needed to assure their Jewish survival, we are guilty of writing them off from the Jewish future. 
14. Making Mikva education a community priority must be put high on the agenda of every Jewish organization. 

15. No rabbi has fulfilled his responsibility until he has conducted a Mikva outreach campaign to all the Jews in his city, not just to those who belong to his congregation. 

16. Start with mass public education by distributing Mikva educational materials, free of charge, to all the Jews of the city, before engaging in direct efforts, by addressing small groups or individuals one by one. 

17. All of us share the responsibility equally. Local Mikva efforts do not exempt from global Mikva Outreach obligations, just as local taxes do not exempt you from federal taxes. 

18. Committees of scholars and educators should choose the most effective and proven Mikva educational materials available today, translate and reproduce them in the languages used in every Jewish community in the world, and distribute them globally to every young Jewish family, free of charge. 
19. Every observant family should strive to contribute regularly to a Mikva outreach campaign an amount at least equal to their family’s annual expenditure for their daily and monthly Mikva use, currently between $200 and $500. 
"I always wanted to know…"www.MIKVA-WHYME.ORG 
by Imanuel Ravad, author –עמנואל ראב"ד 
by Imanuel Ravad - author - עמנואל ראב"ד, "I always wanted to know…" Mikva-whyme.org. 7 Tishrai 5768 - (Sep.19.7)  
   Most assimilated Jews do not have Jewish grand children, although they remember with nostalgia their orthodox great grand parents. With over 75% of intermarriage, what are we doing wrong to loose our people? 

   Statistically most intermarriage occurs between Jewish men and non-Jewish women. Why is that so? If Achashverosh, the ruler of the ancient Persian empire, after searching most of the known world, settled on Esther, a Jew, as the most beautiful, smart and capable woman to serve as his wife and Queen, why are so many Jewish boys today rejecting Jewish girls and opting, instead, to marry Gentiles?


One of the answers is that Gentile girls generally consider Jewish boys to be a “good catch.” Beyond that, they have been encouraged by their parents to make themselves easily available to Jewish boys since the time of the Bible, when Kozby, the daughter of King Tzur. She took the lead in the effort by the daughters of Moav to seduce Jewish men, at the command of her father. (Bamidbar 25:15). Now as then, like water flowing downhill, it is only natural that Jewish men respond to Gentile women, who have gone out of their way to put themselves within easy reach, as desirable potential mates (See M'harsha, Horayot 13. "Hakol Ratzim"). Also, statistically there are 25 non-Jewish girls for every Jewish girl who are luring for the same Jewish boy, therefore, without being equipped with the drive, knowledge and understanding why he should opt for a Jewish girl, the greater chances are that he will end up with a non-Jewish girl.  


Today, the highest incidence of intermarriage is on college campuses where Jewish students who do not yet have the obligations of a job or profession, nor the resources to build a family, are free to mingle with non-Jews. Away from home, in an environment where the unencumbered pursuit of physical pleasures is "accepted behavior," it is very easy for a Jewish student to get caught up in a “casual” relationship with a non-Jew which ultimately leads to intermarriage.

     Jewish women are generally more reluctant than Jewish men to marry out of the faith. However, because the intermarriage rate among Jewish men is so high, more Jewish women are having difficulty finding Jewish men they consider to be suitable, so they, too, are more willing to consider a non-Jewish man. This is especially true of a non-Jew who believes that Jewish girls are more affluent, smarter, and likely to make better mothers and spouses, and who is therefore willing to make an extra effort to court them. An example of this attitude in the Bible is the story of Sh’chem, son of Chamor, who offered an enormous dowry in order to marry the daughter of our Patriarch, Ya’akov. (Bereshit 34:12)


Another factor which misleads non-religious Jewish youth into considering intermarriage is a misunderstanding of the democratic concept that, “all men are created equal.” Certainly, in a democratic country like America, we are all equal, in the eyes of the law, with respect to our rights to “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” But in the spiritual sphere, Jews definitely enjoy a higher status, as the Torah states explicitly (Dvarim 14:2): "For you are a holy people to Hashem! Who has chosen you to become His dearest nation from among all the people of the earth." 'Your sanctity stems from your Jewish parents!' (Onkulus, Rashi).


In this country, any person, Jew or Gentile has a right to an equal opportunity to achieve power, knowledge, riches and fame. However, the spiritual gift of Jewish Sanctity is something a person can only receive from Jewish parents. That is why even the most righteous convert may not marry a Kohen, who is born onto a higher plane of sanctity, whereas she is missing that element of Jewish sanctity which one can attain only at conception from one’s Jewish father and mother.


But it is not enough simply to have received that gift from our Jewish Parents. To achieve the full spiritual potential in our lives which that gift from our parents makes possible, each one of us must show Hashem that he also merit, by virtue of his own efforts and actions to follow G-d's commandments, to have been chosen by Hashem to become His dearest nation from all the peoples of the Earth.


Because assimilated Jewish youth have no appreciation for the uniqueness of Jewish sanctity, they see no need to seek out only a mate who shares that heritage, as our forefather Avraham had done, when he sent an envoy to the distant land of his birth to find a suitable wife for his son Yitzchak.


In choosing a spouse, these assimilated Jews tend to consider only their own desires. No appeal to their sense of duty to family or the Jewish people will persuade them not to marry a Gentile whom they now believe to be their heart's desire. The only way to stop them from even considering intermarriage is to make them appreciate that as Jews, we have a special mission: to serve as the carriers of G-d’s torch bringing a spiritual light to the rest of mankind, and that to carry out this mission they, as Jews, must aspire to the sanctity which is unique to our people and to pass it to their children, which is possible only through a Jewish mother. Only then will they realize what they and their children stand to lose by marrying out of their faith.

   However, what is sanctity, and how can we feel it? "You shall be holy!" The concept of Sanctity is connected in the Bible and Jewish tradition to the holiness of the Jewish people, the land of Yisrael, and the ancient city of Yerushalayim. For example: "They shall make a Sanctuary (a holy place) for Me, so that I may dwell among them!" We must sanctify ourselves for G-d to be willing to dwell "within us!" "For you are a holy people to Hashem!" - 'Your sanctity stems from your parents!" (Rashi).


The land of Yisrael is called in the Bible and even by the people of the world, "The Holy Land" and Yerushalayim – "The Holy City." Even non-Jews regard it as unique in its holy character. But, how do we feel and recognize holiness? And most importantly, how can we personally reach the highest state of holiness, beyond the inherent level of Sanctity of everyone who is born a Jew?


Today we commonly rely on instruments which allow us to discern the very existence of creatures, as well as natural forces and objects that we cannot detect with our unaided senses. We would be unaware of the existence of microorganisms without the help of a microscope, or of nuclear radiation without the help of a Geiger counter. We can see light, but we would be totally unaware of longer wavelength electromagnetic radiation without a radio or television receiver to detect it, and bring its message to our eyes and ears. Without such instruments, we would have an incomplete and distorted understanding of the world we live in.

   The same is true of the spiritual world. We need instruments to extend the reach of our mind, body and senses to grasp the true meaning and personal reality of holiness. It is only possible for us to recognize and climb the steps of Sanctity, with the special spiritual instrument called Purity. Since the creation of the universe, that Purity has been realized only through Mikva immersion, which leads us to “Sanctity.” (Sota, last Mishna). As the Talmudic sage, Rabi Pinchas Ben Ya'yir says: “Purity leads to Sanctity.”  "Therefore, one cannot become a Jew without a Mikva and it is essential to Jewish continuity!"

Learning and observing the practices of Mikva, for both, men and women, leads to the sublime perception of Sanctity, and to a new appreciation of the importance, holiness and blessings of being a Jew, and marrying only a Jewish mate. It creates a desire to live as a holy nation and to remain within the Jewish fold forever. Once Jewish youth gain an understanding of Jewish Sanctity by teaching them the significance of the Mikva, intermarriage becomes unthinkable for them, despite the easy available temptations and immoral climate of our times. Conversely, without Mikva education, there is no hope, no Tikva, to stop the spiritual Holocaust of intermarriage, that endangers the entire Jewish people, with a G-d forbid a physical Holocaust. (Paragraph 99)

   Since Mikva is one of the most basic and important commandments in Jewish life; that we are not permitted to live in a community that has no Mikva within a safe walking distance, the building of a Mikva must proceed the building of a synagogue, no one is permitted to enter the courts of the Holy Temple of Yerushalayim even in a state of purity without first immersing in a Mikva at the gate, at the time of entry, and the High Priest have to immerse on Yom-Kippur, a day that we do not drink nor touch water, five times, before each of the services of the day, then why today the percentage of Jews observing Mikva is so minute?

   Since Mikva is a very sensitive issue to any wife. That is why even the multi-million dollar women's palatial Mikvas are hidden from view, to allow maximal privacy to its users. The subject is not discussed in public, especially in the presence women and children. “What is far from the eye and mind, is far from the heart," and is open to a diversity of incredible myths. This, together with an array of other reasons (including ignorance), results, unfortunately, in too many people not observing this most basic and important Mitzvah.

   The following story is only one illustration of the ignorance of the topic: At a Jewish educators convention, I was asked: "Your mobile "Mikva=Tikva" billboard van is very impressive! I recognize the word "Tikva" as the national hymn of the State of Israel; however please tell me, what is ”Mikva?" It’s a word I never heard in the 27 years of my life although my family and I were born and raised Jewish. We belong to a synagogue, where I was Bar-Mitzvahed, and live in a city that boasts synagogues and yeshivas." - D.H., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Midwest Jewish institution manager, CAJE 29 Expo, Hempstead, NY, 30 Av 5764. 

   Why is it important for me to strive to ensure that all Jews observe this Mitzva? Firstly, at Mount Sinai one of the main conditions to become a Jewish nation and receive the Torah, was the Mikva immersion of the totality of our people: men and women, young and old. One of the many miracles during the 40 year journey in the desert was the “Well of Miriam,” which supplied enough water to supply, in the midst of the dry desert, many lakes, rivers, springs and water canals. At each travel stop, the leader of each tribe would draw a line, with his holy staff, from the Well of Miriam to his camp and it instantly became a water canal. Those canals served not only as a water supply for drinking and personal hygiene, but also for transportation across the camp by boats, and certainly for Mikva immersions. (Psalm 105:41). Conversion to Judaism requires the same experience of Mikva immersion, as that of Mount Sinai, where we became the Jewish nation.    

   Secondly, the same merit that saved Yerushalayim in Chizkiyahu’s era in the year 3060 (from Creation), will save us today, when we encounter similar problems! At that time 2707 years ago, a huge army with 185,000 commanders and millions of soldiers, under the leadership of Sancherev, besieged Yerushalayim in order to destroy it. At precisely midnight, miraculously, they all died before shooting a single arrow. The Talmud credits this miracle to the merit that in the entire country, there was not even one young boy or girl, one man or woman who was not well-versed and observant of the laws of Mikva.
     This Biblical historical miracle teaches us: 1. Mikva is a prerequisite for our salvation. 2. A l l  of our people must learn and observe Mikva in order to save each one of us, as it is written: "There was not even one who did not observe Mikva!" It is not enough that you and I learn and observe Mikva. We must ensure that all of us, the entire Jewish people, do so. If even only one person drills a hole under his seat in the boat, the entire boat will sink and all its passengers will perish. We are  a l l  responsible for one another. 3. Mikva education should start at a young age. However, we should not speak to youngsters about sensitive family purity issues, rather we should teach them parallel, non-sensitive topics such as: "immersion of food utensils" and "repentance requires immersion!" 4. Men, as leaders, should learn and observe Mikva before women, even if they are exempt. It is difficult to teach and lead without showing a personal example. Wherever men immerse in Mikva, it is unusual, that G-d forbid, their wives not observe the Mitzva. 5. Learning the laws of Mikva at a young age ensures that they will observe it as adults.
   How can we bring Mikva to the  t o t a l i t y  of our people?

   The first question that women, who do not yet observe the Mitzva, ask, openly, or in their hearts, is: “Why us?” or "Why me?" The best answer that a man can give them is: "Honored lady, I immerse daily, or at least every Shabbat and holiday eve!" In addition, since Mikva is and will always remain a sensitive subject to any woman, we must start with parallel subjects, as mentioned above.

   The learning and practice of immersion by men, even if nowadays they are exempt, makes it psychologically easier for women’s observance. It is the most effective answer to the woman’s question: “Why us?” or “Why me?” The thought process is: “My husband immerses, although nowadays he is exempt. If so, my immersion, which is a Heavenly obligation along with rewards and punishments, and affects my life and the lives of my husband and children, is so much more necessary! How could I not immerse?” This has been tested and proven! Where men immerse it is uncommon for married women not to immerse. 

   For many practical suggestions how to bring Mikva to the totality of our people, please refer to our brochure: "To Stand Alone With G-d!" Not for Men Only! Also Food Utensils. Intermarriage endangers you and Israel! Curb and stop it how? No Jewish Continuity ח״ו, Without Mikva! Please visit our web-site: "I always wanted to know…" mikva-whyme.org.  © Copyright Imanuel Ravad -   עמנואל ראב"ד20 Elul 5767 – (Sep..03.007). For further information:  USA: 1360-44 St. Brooklyn NY 11219, Israel: P.O.B. 4, Petach-Mikva-Tikva 49100, mikva-lamali.org

Loosing Our People: Where We Went Wrong?

   Most assimilated Jews do not have Jewish grand children, although they remember with nostalgia their orthodox great grand parents. With over 75% of intermarriage, what are we doing wrong to loose our people? 

   Statistically most intermarriage occurs between Jewish men and non-Jewish women. Why is that so? If Achashverosh, the ruler of the ancient Persian empire, after searching most of the known world, settled on Esther, a Jew, as the most beautiful, smart and capable woman to serve as his wife and Queen, why are so many Jewish boys today rejecting Jewish girls and opting, instead, to marry Gentiles?


One of the answers is that Gentile girls generally consider Jewish boys to be a “good catch.” Beyond that, they have been encouraged by their parents to make themselves easily available to Jewish boys since the time of the Bible, when Kozby, the daughter of King Tzur. She took the lead in the effort by the daughters of Moav to seduce Jewish men, at the command of her father. (Bamidbar 25:15). Now as then, like water flowing downhill, it is only natural that Jewish men respond to Gentile women, who have gone out of their way to put themselves within easy reach, as desirable potential mates (See M'harsha, Horayot 13. "Hakol Ratzim"). Also, statistically there are 25 non-Jewish girls for every Jewish girl who are luring for the same Jewish boy, therefore, without being equipped with the drive, knowledge and understanding why he should opt for a Jewish girl, the greater chances are that he will end up with a non-Jewish girl.  


Today, the highest incidence of intermarriage is on college campuses where Jewish students who do not yet have the obligations of a job or profession, nor the resources to build a family, are free to mingle with non-Jews. Away from home, in an environment where the unencumbered pursuit of physical pleasures is "accepted behavior," it is very easy for a Jewish student to get caught up in a “casual” relationship with a non-Jew which ultimately leads to intermarriage.

     Jewish women are generally more reluctant than Jewish men to marry out of the faith. However, because the intermarriage rate among Jewish men is so high, more Jewish women are having difficulty finding Jewish men they consider to be suitable, so they, too, are more willing to consider a non-Jewish man. This is especially true of a non-Jew who believes that Jewish girls are more affluent, smarter, and likely to make better mothers and spouses, and who is therefore willing to make an extra effort to court them. An example of this attitude in the Bible is the story of Sh’chem, son of Chamor, who offered an enormous dowry in order to marry the daughter of our Patriarch, Ya’akov. (Bereshit 34:12)


Another factor which misleads non-religious Jewish youth into considering intermarriage is a misunderstanding of the democratic concept that, “all men are created equal.” Certainly, in a democratic country like America, we are all equal, in the eyes of the law, with respect to our rights to “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” But in the spiritual sphere, Jews definitely enjoy a higher status, as the Torah states explicitly (Dvarim 14:2): "For you are a holy people to Hashem! Who has chosen you to become His dearest nation from among all the people of the earth." 'Your sanctity stems from your Jewish parents!' (Onkulus, Rashi).


In this country, any person, Jew or Gentile has a right to an equal opportunity to achieve power, knowledge, riches and fame. However, the spiritual gift of Jewish Sanctity is something a person can only receive from Jewish parents. That is why even the most righteous convert may not marry a Kohen, who is born onto a higher plane of sanctity, whereas she is missing that element of Jewish sanctity which one can attain only at conception from one’s Jewish father and mother.


But it is not enough simply to have received that gift from our Jewish Parents. To achieve the full spiritual potential in our lives which that gift from our parents makes possible, each one of us must show Hashem that he also merit, by virtue of his own efforts and actions to follow G-d's commandments, to have been chosen by Hashem to become His dearest nation from all the peoples of the Earth.


Because assimilated Jewish youth have no appreciation for the uniqueness of Jewish sanctity, they see no need to seek out only a mate who shares that heritage, as our forefather Avraham had done, when he sent an envoy to the distant land of his birth to find a suitable wife for his son Yitzchak.


In choosing a spouse, these assimilated Jews tend to consider only their own desires. No appeal to their sense of duty to family or the Jewish people will persuade them not to marry a Gentile whom they now believe to be their heart's desire. The only way to stop them from even considering intermarriage is to make them appreciate that as Jews, we have a special mission: to serve as the carriers of G-d’s torch bringing a spiritual light to the rest of mankind, and that to carry out this mission they, as Jews, must aspire to the sanctity which is unique to our people and to pass it to their children, which is possible only through a Jewish mother. Only then will they realize what they and their children stand to lose by marrying out of their faith.

   However, what is sanctity, and how can we feel it? "You shall be holy!" The concept of Sanctity is connected in the Bible and Jewish tradition to the holiness of the Jewish people, the land of Yisrael, and the ancient city of Yerushalayim. For example: "They shall make a Sanctuary (a holy place) for Me, so that I may dwell among them!" We must sanctify ourselves for G-d to be willing to dwell "within us!" "For you are a holy people to Hashem!" - 'Your sanctity stems from your parents!" (Rashi).


The land of Yisrael is called in the Bible and even by the people of the world, "The Holy Land" and Yerushalayim – "The Holy City." Even non-Jews regard it as unique in its holy character. But, how do we feel and recognize holiness? And most importantly, how can we personally reach the highest state of holiness, beyond the inherent level of Sanctity of everyone who is born a Jew?


Today we commonly rely on instruments which allow us to discern the very existence of creatures, as well as natural forces and objects that we cannot detect with our unaided senses. We would be unaware of the existence of microorganisms without the help of a microscope, or of nuclear radiation without the help of a Geiger counter. We can see light, but we would be totally unaware of longer wavelength electromagnetic radiation without a radio or television receiver to detect it, and bring its message to our eyes and ears. Without such instruments, we would have an incomplete and distorted understanding of the world we live in.

   The same is true of the spiritual world. We need instruments to extend the reach of our mind, body and senses to grasp the true meaning and personal reality of holiness. It is only possible for us to recognize and climb the steps of Sanctity, with the special spiritual instrument called Purity. Since the creation of the universe, that Purity has been realized only through Mikva immersion, which leads us to “Sanctity.” (Sota, last Mishna). As the Talmudic sage, Rabi Pinchas Ben Ya'yir says: “Purity leads to Sanctity.”  "Therefore, one cannot become a Jew without a Mikva and it is essential to Jewish continuity!"

Learning and observing the practices of Mikva, for both, men and women, leads to the sublime perception of Sanctity, and to a new appreciation of the importance, holiness and blessings of being a Jew, and marrying only a Jewish mate. It creates a desire to live as a holy nation and to remain within the Jewish fold forever. Once Jewish youth gain an understanding of Jewish Sanctity by teaching them the significance of the Mikva, intermarriage becomes unthinkable for them, despite the easy available temptations and immoral climate of our times. Conversely, without Mikva education, there is no hope, no Tikva, to stop the spiritual Holocaust of intermarriage, that endangers the entire Jewish people, with a G-d forbid a physical Holocaust. (Paragraph 99)

   Since Mikva is one of the most basic and important commandments in Jewish life; that we are not permitted to live in a community that has no Mikva within a safe walking distance, the building of a Mikva must proceed the building of a synagogue, no one is permitted to enter the courts of the Holy Temple of Yerushalayim even in a state of purity without first immersing in a Mikva at the gate, at the time of entry, and the High Priest have to immerse on Yom-Kippur, a day that we do not drink nor touch water, five times, before each of the services of the day, then why today the percentage of Jews observing Mikva is so minute?

   Since Mikva is a very sensitive issue to any wife. That is why even the multi-million dollar women's palatial Mikvas are hidden from view, to allow maximal privacy to its users. The subject is not discussed in public, especially in the presence women and children. “What is far from the eye and mind, is far from the heart," and is open to a diversity of incredible myths. This, together with an array of other reasons (including ignorance), results, unfortunately, in too many people not observing this most basic and important Mitzvah.

   The following story is only one illustration of the ignorance of the topic: At a Jewish educators convention, I was asked: "Your mobile "Mikva=Tikva" billboard van is very impressive! I recognize the word "Tikva" as the national hymn of the State of Israel; however please tell me, what is ”Mikva?" It’s a word I never heard in the 27 years of my life although my family and I were born and raised Jewish. We belong to a synagogue, where I was Bar-Mitzvahed, and live in a city that boasts synagogues and yeshivas." - D.H., Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Midwest Jewish institution manager, CAJE 29 Expo, Hempstead, NY, 30 Av 5764. 

   Why is it important for me to strive to ensure that all Jews observe this Mitzva? Firstly, at Mount Sinai one of the main conditions to become a Jewish nation and receive the Torah, was the Mikva immersion of the totality of our people: men and women, young and old. One of the many miracles during the 40 year journey in the desert was the “Well of Miriam,” which supplied enough water to supply, in the midst of the dry desert, many lakes, rivers, springs and water canals. At each travel stop, the leader of each tribe would draw a line, with his holy staff, from the Well of Miriam to his camp and it instantly became a water canal. Those canals served not only as a water supply for drinking and personal hygiene, but also for transportation across the camp by boats, and certainly for Mikva immersions. (Psalm 105:41). Conversion to Judaism requires the same experience of Mikva immersion, as that of Mount Sinai, where we became the Jewish nation.    

   Secondly, the same merit that saved Yerushalayim in Chizkiyahu’s era in the year 3060 (from Creation), will save us today, when we encounter similar problems! At that time 2707 years ago, a huge army with 185,000 commanders and millions of soldiers, under the leadership of Sancherev, besieged Yerushalayim in order to destroy it. At precisely midnight, miraculously, they all died before shooting a single arrow. The Talmud credits this miracle to the merit that in the entire country, there was not even one young boy or girl, one man or woman who was not well-versed and observant of the laws of Mikva.
     This Biblical historical miracle teaches us: 1. Mikva is a prerequisite for our salvation. 2. A l l  of our people must learn and observe Mikva in order to save each one of us, as it is written: "There was not even one who did not observe Mikva!" It is not enough that you and I learn and observe Mikva. We must ensure that all of us, the entire Jewish people, do so. If even only one person drills a hole under his seat in the boat, the entire boat will sink and all its passengers will perish. We are  a l l  responsible for one another. 3. Mikva education should start at a young age. However, we should not speak to youngsters about sensitive family purity issues, rather we should teach them parallel, non-sensitive topics such as: "immersion of food utensils" and "repentance requires immersion!" 4. Men, as leaders, should learn and observe Mikva before women, even if they are exempt. It is difficult to teach and lead without showing a personal example. Wherever men immerse in Mikva, it is unusual, that G-d forbid, their wives not observe the Mitzva. 5. Learning the laws of Mikva at a young age ensures that they will observe it as adults.
   How can we bring Mikva to the  t o t a l i t y  of our people?

   The first question that women, who do not yet observe the Mitzva, ask, openly, or in their hearts, is: “Why us?” or "Why me?" The best answer that a man can give them is: "Honored lady, I immerse daily, or at least every Shabbat and holiday eve!" In addition, since Mikva is and will always remain a sensitive subject to any woman, we must start with parallel subjects, as mentioned above.

   The learning and practice of immersion by men, even if nowadays they are exempt, makes it psychologically easier for women’s observance. It is the most effective answer to the woman’s question: “Why us?” or “Why me?” The thought process is: “My husband immerses, although nowadays he is exempt. If so, my immersion, which is a Heavenly obligation along with rewards and punishments, and affects my life and the lives of my husband and children, is so much more necessary! How could I not immerse?” This has been tested and proven! Where men immerse it is uncommon for married women not to immerse. 

   For many practical suggestions how to bring Mikva to the totality of our people, please refer to our brochure: "To Stand Alone With G-d!" Not for Men Only! Also Food Utensils. Intermarriage endangers you and Israel! Curb and stop it how? No Jewish Continuity ח״ו, Without Mikva! Please visit our web-site: "I always wanted to know…" mikva-whyme.org.  © Copyright Imanuel Ravad -   עמנואל ראב"ד20 Elul 5767 – (Sep..03.007). For further information:  USA: 1360-44 St. Brooklyn NY 11219, Israel: P.O.B. 4, Petach-Mikva-Tikva 49100, mikva-lamali.org

